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Rom. xiij. 10. 


Love worketh no ill to his 
neighbour; therefore love is 
the fulfilling of the law. 


HE Words which I have now read, 
| recommend unto you the great Duty 

RS of mutual Kindnels and Benevolence: 
They repreſent it ſuch as in Truth it 

is, not a ſingle Precept of Religion only, but 
the final Reſult and Completion of all the reſt; 
as that which can alone perfect and finiſh our 
Obedience, at once adorn the Man, and diſtin- 
guiſh the Chriſtian. This friendly Virtue has 
indeed the happieſt Influence imaginable on the 


Courſe of human Affairs: It fills the Mind poſ- 


ſeſt therewith with calm and quiet Thoughts; 
compoſes and ſtills every wild and diſorderly 
Paſſion; and conſults the Publick Welfare, as 
well as ſecures its own private Eaſe. So far is 
this happy Temper from injuring of others, 
that it ſtudies to do them all the Good it can, 
quickly forgetting the Ills offer'd to itfelf, and 


ſeems 


SS) 


ſeems to delight in nothing more than in pro- 
moting kind Offices, in provoking and inviting _ 
to Love, and to good Works. A Duty ſo ex- 
cellent and amiable as this, is proper to be en- 
forc'd in all Times, and at all Seaſons ; and can- 
not be thought either foreign or unſuitable to 
the preſent Place or Occafion ; the obyious De- 
Gen of which is to put an end to all Differen- 
ces and Diſputes in a judicial way; to redreſs 
fuch Injuries and Wrongs as: are apt to- ſour 
Men's Tempers, and inſtead thereof to plant 
and eſtabliſh Peace and good Will amongſt 
Friends and Neighbours, on the ſecureſt Baſis 
of Rightcouſnels and Juſtice. Love worketh 
10 ill to his neighbour ; therefore love is the | 
fulfilling of the la. 4 f { 
The Doctrine of the Apoſtle, contain'd in 
the former Part of my Text, is clear and eaſy j 
to be underſtood : The Concluſion drawn from 
it is juſt and elegant. I ſhall therefore, with- { 
out any farther Preface, beg leave to purſue the 
following Method. +2467 4164 Wd 


* * 
— * * — 
- — 


| 1/?, To ſhow how far the Law of Nature re 
| | commends this Duty. | 


i} 24ly, What higher Obligations the Chriſtian N 
i Religion has laid upon us to the Practice of it. 


34ly, To apply the Whole to the preſent Oc- 
caſion, I ſhall obſerve how far human Laws 
may be uſeful in promoting this excellent End. ? 
DT | | Ir 


17 


Ix is as natural for Men to promote their 
own Happineſs, as to deſire the Continuance of 
their Beings. Life is valuable fo long as tis plea- 
ſant, whilſt it conveys freſh Delights to the Soul, 
and is a perpetual Spring, Joy, and Satisfaction. 
Tis the plain Intent of all Laws, Divine or 
Human, to advance our preſent, as well as our 
future Welfare; and Peace and Friendſhip do 


ſo directly tend to. procure both theſe great 


Ends, that the Light of Nature itſelf has in all 
Ages directed Men to aſſociate with their Fel- 
low-Creatures, and to endear themſelves to 
cach other by murual Kindneſs and Candour; 
which is certainly rhe beſt way to make us 
ealy and happy, and to change this jarring 
Farth we now inhabit into a perfect Paradiſe : 
Since a little Experience may convince us, 
that the more Men converſe with each other, 
the more poliſh'd and refin'd, more human 
and civil they grow ; whilſt Solitude and Re- 
tirement do uſually deſtroy the natural Sweet- 
neſs of our Tempers, and entirely unfit us 
for the more friendly Duties of a ſocial 
Life. How joyleſs and unpleaſant then muſt 
our Condition be, were we quite ſhut out from 
all the Advantages of Society: it muſt fare, in 
ſuch a Caſe, with the Rational, as it would with 
the Natural World, ſhould the Sun withdraw 
his Light and Hear, and ceaſe to ſhine upon it; 
for Kindneſs and Love enliven and adorn So- 

cicty 


= 


Human Nature. | 


Creation appears ſo fair and beautiful: Is not 


venly Bodies are delightful as well as profitable 
to us: the quick Succeſſions of Night and Day: 


whole Creation. And ſhould we paſs from f 
© Things inanimate, to view the World of Life; 


82 
ciety by their gentle Influence, as much as that 
bright Body enlightens and warms the Earth 
with its Rays. But the natural Obligations to 
this Duty will more fully appear: 


1%, From the Order of the World. | 
24ly, From the Wants and Neceſſities of the 


345. From the natural Deſue of Society. 


Firſt, From the Order of the World. 

We juſtly admire the Order and Contrivance 
of the Works of Nature, which do all ſerve in 
their proper Places for Ule and Benefit, or elſe 
for Beauty and Ornament. But let's conſider 
whence this Order riſes ; by what Means the 


the goodly Appearance of the Whole entirely 
owing to the Agreement of all the Parts? The 
regular and harmonious Motions of the hea- 


the conſtant Returns of Summer and Winter 
are beneficial, as well as pleaſant : And whence 
does all this regular Variety proceed? but from 
the united Harmony and joint Concurrence of 
all the Parts of the Univerſe, and that mutual De- 
pendance which maintains and preſerves. the 


do | 


* 
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do not the Beaſts that periſh, aſſociate with, and 
aſſiſt, as far as they are able, thoſe of their own 
Species? Inſtinct alone directs them to expreſs 
= Kindnels to each other, by ſuch Marks 
and Tokens of it as they are capable of ſhew- 
ing. Since therefore the Almighty has eſta. 
bliſh'd the Heavens, and fix'd the Foundations 
of the Earth on theſe unſhaken Pillars of Peace 
and Union; feeing all Nature ſo cheerfully 
obeys theſe juſt and reaſonable Laws, what lit- 
tle reaſon has Man, the Lord of the Creatures, 
and for whoſe Ule all Nature was made, ro be 
diſobedient and obſtinate ; Let him rather oh- 
ſerve the Order by which the World ſubſiſts 
conſider from whence it flows, and thence diſ- 
cover what is his Duty, and wherein his Hap- 
pineſs conſiſts. . 
Happy indeed, beyond expreſſion, ſhould 
we be, if a ſtubborn World would conſult 3 
little for its own Peace and Security] Could 
Men be taught to lay aſide their rough unſo- 
ciable Paſſions, and learn to practiſe the gentler 
Arts of Friendſhip and Familiarity : Could we 
comply a little with the Humours, and bear 
with the Infirmities of our Fellow-Creatures, 
we ſhould find the Face of Things quickly al- 
ter'd for the better: All that is ſour or untracta- 


ble in our Tempers would be ſeftned into Hu- 
manity, and by inſenſible Degrees grow up to 
Love. But this being a Condition of Life not 


to be hop'd for on this ſide the Grave, and lat 
| * -- 


— —— —— — — 
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of all ro be expected from the preſent Appear- 
ance of Things, let us conſider, 


' Secondly, How far the Wants and Neceſſi- 


ties of Human Nature oblige us to the Practice 


r | 

The Privilege of Speech, a Bleſſing deny'd 
to all the reſt of the Animab World, ſhows that 
Man was in a peculiar manner deſign'd for So- 
ciety ; for by this means he can with eaſe con- 
vey his Thoughts, impart his Pleaſure, or diſ- 
cover his Uneaſineſs to thoſe about him; and 


when Buſineſs of Importance calls for it, is ca- 


pable of giving Advice to his Friend, as well 
as of receiving his Counſel and Aſſiſtance. Nor 
is he only thus fitred for Society, but finds his 
Welfare in great meaſure depends upon it ; for 
a wiſe Providence has fo diſpos'd and order'd 
our Affairs, that none are able to ſubſiſt, at leaſt 
not to enjoy the Comforts and Sweets of Life 
without the Help of others. So that our Hap- 
pineſs is conveyed unto us through our Neigh. 
our Hands. No one riſes to Honour, or gets 
a great Eſtate _— his own Care or En- 
deavours; the ſeaſonable Aſſiſtance of ſome, 
the'good Wiſhes and Encouragement of others, 
have been great Means of attaining the deſfir'd 
End: And when theſe Points are once gain'd, 
neither Greatneſs nor an affluent Fortune can be 
well ſupported without the help of Friends, 
and the Increaſe of Dependants. If Riches or 

-- 1 he Gran- 
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L 
Grandeur are thus maintain'd, a meaner Con- 
dition of Life muſt be render d eaſy and tolera- 
ble, by the Tenderneſs and Good Nature of 
thoſe who are plac d in a higher Station. Ineed - 
not mention the Wants of tender Infants, or 


the Weaknels of decrepit Age; ſince the Well- 


being of Men, in whatever State or Circum- 
ſtance they are view'd, does chiefly depend on 
their mutual Kindneſs and Benevolence towards 
each other; ſuch reciprocal Acts of Favour 
and Reſpect, the giving, and in this manner re- 
turning Benefits, muſt needs promote the Peace 
and Order of the World, and join Mankind 
together in cloſer Bonds of Love and Friend- 
ſhip. Thus our very Wants and Neceſſities 
ſerve for noble Purpoſes; they force us to the 
Practice of thoſe Duties which our own Deſire 
and Inclination lead us to: Which brings me 
to conſider, | 


Thirdly, Our natural Deſire of Society. 

If Prejudice and Paſſion were laid afide, and 
the mild Dictates of uncorrupted Nature per- 
mitred to govern the World, Mankind would 
ſoon put off their auſtere Behaviour, and all 
the Acts of Kindneſs and Humanity encreaſe 
and flouriſh ; whilſt all who enjoy'd the com- 
mon Bleſſings of Society, would endeavour to 
promote the Publick Good. Such Principles 
as theſe, which as naturally flow from unſullied 
Reaſon as pure Streams from a clear Fountain, 
2 Hd 7 75 do 
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do at once tend to ſecure the Whole, and to fix 
the Happineſs of Hoy Part, by ſettling the 
Affairs of Men on the ſure Foundation of Peace 
and Union: And theſe ſofter Sentiments of 
Human Nature, although they may ſeem to be 
ſuppreſs d and ſtifled by Envy and Ill Will, yet 
do upon Tome Occaſions diſcover themſelves, 
and melt the hardeſt Heart. Who is there, tho 
a Stranger to generous Love and diſintereſted 
Friendſhip, that is not touch d with Pity and 
Compaſſion, when the Miſeries and Misfor- 
tunes of a Fellow-Creature are before his Eyes, 
when diſtreſs d Innocence, or neglected Virtue 
ariſes to his View? And this compaſſionate Di- 
ſpoſition, when not turn'd out of its proper 
Channel, or confin'd within the narrow Limits 
of private Love, will carry us to help and re- 
lieve thoſe who are in Diſtreſs, and to expreſs 
our Concern by Acts of Kindneſs and Tender- 
neſs. Thus is pure and untainted Nature mild 
and gentle, breathing out nothing but Benevo- 
lence and Gobd Will towards all. And if the 
natural Bent of our own Minds, if unpreju- 
dic d Reaſon can't determine our Choice, yet 
dur Deſire of Eaſe and Happineſs, and our 
ſtrong Averſion to whatever may diſturb out 
Peace, ot interrupt our Repoſe, will moſt ef. 
fectually prevail upon us to practiſe this great 
and neteſſary Duty of Brotherly Love. 

And how were we perfect Strangers to the 
World about us, we might raſily imagine 1 


S 2 
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all around was quiet and ſtill; that not the leaſt 
- | Breath of Anger, or Reſentment, could be heard 
{ amongſt Man; that no one _— beyond, 
or dctraud his Brother, nor any Body offer an 
Injury to his Neighbour, leſt ſome Diſorder 
: ſhould enſue, and his own private Eaſe as well 
as the publick Quiet be difturb'd thereby. But, 
alas] the Paſſions of Men are too ſtrong and vio- 
lent to be kept within the Bounds of Nature or 


| Þ Reaſon; they are uhconfin'd, and like a mighty 
Stream, Carry all before them. In order there- 


fore to keep our unruly Appetites within thoſe 
| juſt Bounds which Religion has ſer them, our 
Saviour and his Apoſtles do often and earneſtly 
recommend the Love of our Neighbour ; on 
this hang all the Law and the Prophets: And 
in the Text tis call'd the fulfilling of the Law; 
which leads me to ſhew, 


24ly, Taos higher Obligations, which the 
Chriſtian Religion lays upon us to the Practice 
of this Duty. 


Acrs of Kindneſs and Tenderneſs are re- 
commended to us by the Law of Nature, ſo far 
as they tend to our preſent Good, and tempo- 
ral Advantage, to keep up Order and Decency 
in the World, to preſerve the Peace and Quiet 
of Mankind : But the Rewards promis'd in the 
Goſpel being greater, and the Prize more noble, 
lo the Duty riſes much higher, and the Obli- 

| N gations 


_ 
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gations become more ſtrong: The Chriſtian 
Charity therefore muſt be more open, free, 
and diffuſive ; and like the common Bleflings 
of Life, the Sun and Air deſcend on all ; for 
the Chriſtian Religion has join'd us together 
in a cloſer Bond of Friendſhip and Alliance : 
We are now not only Partakers of the ſame 
common Nature, but are all Members of the 
fame Body, united under one Head; we have 
the fame Race to run, and if we preſerve our 
Integrity to the laſt, without fainting, and with- 
out giving back, we ſhall all at our Journey's 


End receive a Crown of Immortality. A Chri- | 
ſtian then ſhould love his Neighbour as himſelf, 


being bought with the ſame Price, immortal as 
himſelf, Heir of the ſame Hopes, and Conten- 
der for the ſame glorious Prize. Theſe indeed 
are ſtrong Inducements to a reaſonable Mind : 
But that nothing might be wanting to enforce 
this Duty, we are commanded to expreſs our 
Love to Gop by Acts of Kindneſs and Bene- 
volence to our Brethren: This Commandment 
have we from him, ſays St. James, that he who 
loveth G op, love his Brother allo. This is 
a Precept which came down from the Father 
of Light and Truth; tis God's Command, 
and therefore if we love him, we ſhall keep it. 
And ſurely we can't be ſo unjuſt or ungrateful, 
as to deny this reaſonable Tribute of Love and 
Gratitude, to Him in whom we live, and move, 
and have our Being; who has given us all thoſe 

46 hs \ Bleſſings 
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Bleſſings we at 1 enjoy, and on w whoſe 
good Pleaſure all our future Hopes entirely de- 
pend: And theſe Benefits he has beſtow'd upon 
us out of pure Kindneſs and Compaſſion; for 
nothing but a Deſire of diffuſing his Goodneſs, 
and ſcattering his Bounty, could move the Al- 
al mighty to call forth Order out of Confuſion : 
nn \ 3 

And that this was his chief Indvicement, ap- 
4 pears from the general Survey of his Works at 
Ir 1 , | 
the end of the Sixth Day, when He ſaw all 


F that He had made, and behold it Was very 
1 good. He view'd the whole Creation, full as 
1 ; g 

p it was of Order and Ornament, and pronounc'd 


with Pleaſure, that it was all as beautiful as it 
was new: His Happineſs as well as his Nature 
4 was compleat and perfect, incapable of Increaſe, 
A and not ſubject ro Decay: Nothing therefore 
8 but infinite Love could incline him to an Act of 
& infinite Goodneſs. Nor did Gop create the 
World meerly to declare his Greatneſs; but by 
his Mercy preſerves what he made by his 


power; heaping his Benefits upon us with a li- 
beral Hand, freely beſtowi d Go 

" eral Hand, freely owing unenvy od, 
: and filling all Things living with Plenteouſneſs. 
I What Returns are due for ſuch great and unde- 


ſerv'd Bounty ! Who can be unkind or uncha- 
1 ritable to his Fellow- Creature, and at the ſame 
4 Time remember the Love of Gop towards 
| bim! 'Tis the Argument our bleſſed Saviour 
e uſes, whilſt he is perſuading to thoſe higher 

Acts of Chriſtian Charity, Love your enemies, 
a | ; lays 


. . ec eee deco mo A to 
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fays He, Heß them that curſe you, do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for them which | 
- deſpitefully wſe you, and perſecute you. And 
then, as an Encouragement to a ready and | 
cheerful Obedience, he lays before us the great 
Example of G op the Father, in his Dealings | 
towards the Children of Men, that ye may be 
the Children, of your Father which is in Hea- 
ven; for he maketh his Sun to riſe on the Evil 
and on the Good, and ſendeth Rain on the Juſt 
and on the Unjuſt. By nothing therefore can 
we ſo nearly approach the Deity, as by Expreſ- | 
ſions of our Kindnels and Candour towards all: 
by theſe Means we ſhow our Love to Goo, 
and a Defire to imitate, as far as frail Mortality 
is able, the unattainable Perfections of the Di- 
vine Nature; and are in ſome Meaſure perfect, 
even as our Father which is in heaven is per- 
feet. Nay, ſo agreeable is this excellent Duty 
to our heavenly Father, and well: pleaſing in 
his Sight, that St. Ih tells us, God is love. 
This is indeed the molt lively Image of the 
Divine Nature, which we can poſſibly form to 
ourſelves ; This is his darling Attribute; tis 
what he moſt peculiarly delights in. Nothing 
_ therefore can give us ſo juſt a Notion of that 
Being who governs the World, as Love; And 
tis no Wonder that this is preferr'd before all 
other Chriſtian Duties, becauſe it frames and 
diſpoſes our Minds to reliſh Life, and is the 
very Temper of Happineſs itlelf, And like- 


wile 
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wiſe, becauſe it is more laſting and durable than 


any other Precepts of the Goſpel: Faith muſt 

fail, and Hope muſt have an end, but Charity 

never fails. Faith and Hope can laſt no lon- 

ger than the Concluſion of a ſhort uncertain 

Life; they are great Helps to us in our Paſſage 

through this World, but are of no farther Uſe 

when our Race is run, when we arrive at our 
Journey's End: Sight and Enjoyment leave 
no room then for Faith and Hope, but Cha- 
rity will 7 along with us into the other World, 
and will be an excellent Ingredient of our Hap- 
pineſs there; it will render the Converſation of 
Heaven more agreeable and delightful, will 
make our Bliſs more perfect and compleat, and 
will give us a better Reliſh of the Enjoyments 
of that happy Place. | 


LET us therefore conſider, 


34%, By what Arts we may beſt preſerve a 
candid, beneyolent Diſpofition, and promote 


the Univerſal Practice of a great Duty, whoſe 


peculiar Excellence it is to improve, and per- 
fect our Natures, to advance our Temporal In- 


tereſt, as well as to ſecure our Eternal Welfare: 


And here I ſhall apply myſelf to the particular 
Occaſion of our preſent Meeting, by endea- 


vouring to ſnew how far Human Laws may be 


of Service in attaining this admirable End. 


1 AND 


E 
Ax ND dis Benefit v we may reap from . 


1 1 By the early Care they take in reſtrain- : 
- ing of of Injuries. 


24h, By their promoting kind Offices. 


1 Men but liſten to the Voice of Rea- 
1 or 5 805 be to the, + mids Gal, of 1 


— be N. and 9 — hoy a 
perfect Harmony, and a regular Appearance of 
Things. Such a deſirable Change as this Wau. 
very agreeably ſhift the preſent Scene, and giy 
us in its ſtead a delightful Proſpect inde 
pleaſes in the Deſgription, but is at belt o no 
other than a pleaſing Dream : This is a Perfection 
of Bliſs too joy ous and ſecure fox our preſent un. 
ſettled Condition : So long as we are cloathed 
with Bodies of Fleſh, none can hope to be free 
from human Frailties; Prejudice or. Paſſion may 
deceive or miſguide: us, and, like falſe Lights, 
lead us into an Exror :- great or unlook'd for 
Mistortunes may ruffle and diſcompoſe the moſt, 
ſtedfaſt Mind. A ſudden Heat, or a baſty Sur- 
prize may... overtake..us, perhaps tranſport us 
yond the Beunds of _ Realon ;. againſt, ſuch 
unforeſeen Accidents 'tis not in the Power of 
meer 
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meer Man to be always guarded; the wiſeſt 
and beſt may be betrayed into them: yet theſe 
Starts and Sallies do bur little Miſchief ra So- 
ciety ; they ſeldom laſt long, or greatly diſturb 
its Peace. There are other Ills of a much more 
dangerous Nature, which calls for all the Art 
and Skill of wife Law-givers to fence againſt, 
and require their utmoſt Care and Diligence to 
repreſs and reſtrain. In Matters of Right and 
Wrong, were there no Courts of Juſtice erected, 
there could be no certain redreſs of Injuries; 
Diſputes would be endleſs; Time and frefh 
Grievances would widen the Breach; and no 
Hopes could this way be left of ever coming 
to a friendly Agreement: every one would ſet 
up for a Judge in his own Cauſe, and, when it 
lay in his power, to be an Avenger too. From 
theſe Inconveniencies we are happily ſecur'd, 
who live under the Protection of a good Go- 
vernment, and enjoy the Benefit of wholſome 
Laws; which, when duly executed, cannot fail 
to balance and ſettle the various Intereſts of 
contending Parties; to relieve the Injured, to 
puniſh the Oppreſſor, and to diſtribute equal 
and impartial Juſtice to all. Tis far better in- 
deed when any Matters of Diſpute ariſe, to re- 
concile the Difference by the Advice and Inter- 
oſition of Friends, before it be brought to a 
al Trial: To this more amicable way of pro- 
ceeding, our Saviour himſelf ſeems to allude, 
when he directs us to agree with our adver- 
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ſary whilſt we are in the way with him, be- 


fore the Sparks of Envy and IIl- will have taken 


Tire, and are kindled into a Flame, for fear it 
- ſhould then prove too late to make a fair Re- 


treat, leſt the Adverſary ſhould deliver us to the 


Judge. If the Injury offer'd be ſmall, Prudence 


will teach us to pals it by, and to fit down by 
the firſt Loſs; if the Damage ſuſtain'd be 
eater, we muſt then ſtudy, by an engaging 


arriage, and. by all the perſwaſive Arts of 


Kindnefs and Candour, to ſoften and melt our 
Enemy into Compliance, and to win him over 
to a better Temper : But when theſe gentler 
Methods fail, we muſt ſubmit our Caule to a 
judicial Proceſs; and may then ſafely acqui- 
eſce in this laſt and final Deciſion; Thus far 


even Religion itſelf will juſtify us, and bear us 


harmleſs, provided we do not engage fo eagerly 
in the Purſuit of Juſtice, as to drop our Cha- 
rity by the way; whilſt we do not ſuffer our 


ſonal Reſentments to mingle with our De- 


ates. We may till lay Claim to our own un- 
doubted Right, and at the ſame time preſerve 
our former Benevolence to our Neighbour. From 
whence we may diſcover the farther Excellen- 
cy of human Laws, as they ſerve not only 
to reſtrain Injuries, but, ſecondly, to promote 
Kindneſs and good Will. 1 | 
Manifeſt Injuſtice, and the Senſe of Injuries 
undreſs'd, is too apt to raiſe, and keep alive 
thoſe ſharp Reſentments which are great Ene. 
| mies 
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mies to Peace; ſpoil good Neighbourhood, and 
occaſion ill Blood amongſt Friends: But when 
theſe unhappy Diſputes at length come to be 
legally determin'd, every Thing then does ea- 
ſily revert into its natural Courſe and Order; 
kind Offices begin to circulate, and flow with 
their wonted Freedom; all thoſe Obſtructions 
being now remov'd, which before confin d and 
ſtinted our Benevolence, and turn'd the Stream 
into a wrong Channel. The Way being thus 


clear'd before us, we might, now, methinks, ' 


reſt ſecure from further Fear or Harm, and fair- 
ly conclude, that an End would quickly be put 
to all Strife, | 403 hb 
Bur here we have other Differences to lament 
and bewail, which uſually run as high, and are 


perhaps, leſs eaſy to reconcile than the former; 


I mean our unhappy Diviſions amongſt our- 
ſelves: Theſe ſeldom fall within the reach of 
human Laws to prevent, but do always occa- 
ſion a Breach of Charity. How are we crum- 
bled and broken into Sects and Parties? The 
whole Nation feels the fad Effects of theſe Pa- 
riſh Diſputes; the publick Welfare and Secu- 
rity is endanger'd thereby; every private Per- 
fon is a Suffere. | 3 
How can a Kingdom, thus miſerably divi- 
ded againſt itſelf, be able to make any noble 
Stand, either againſt its more dangerous and 
common Enemy, the Papiſts on one hand, or 
the wild Enthuſiaſt an the other. Could we 
| | forget 
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forget our mutual Diſcords, and with one Con- 
ſent unite in the hearty Defence of our preſent 
happy Eſtabliſhment, both in Church and State, 


then might we hope to retrieve our loſt Credit, 


and once more to become a great and a flou- 
riſhing People. For thoſe who act in a private 


Station, twould be beſt to leave the Direction 


of publick Affairs in thoſe Hands in which it 
has pleas'd a wiſe Providence to place them; 
whatever their preſent Sufferings be, Time and 
Patience may bring them better Proſpects : In 
the mean while, let the Advice of the Apoſtle 
take place with them, ro fudy to be quiet, and 
to mind their own buſineſs. Being thus ce- 
mented and join'd rogether by thele peaceful 
Arts, all our Quarrels would of courle ceaſe, 
the Occaſion of them thus ſucceſsfully remov d, 
as eaſily as a Calm ſucceeds when the Storm is 
over, and the Winds which rais'd theſe Waves, 
abate and are ſtill. Dat t 

_ Having thus ſhown how far the Laws of 
Nature and Religion tend to promote Peace and 
Good Will, as well as the Uſefulneſs of human 
Laus to enfore the Practice of theſe great Du- 
ties; I ſhall add a Motive or two, and ſo con- 
clude. An indulgent Providence has freely be- 
ſtou/ d upon us many Favours and Benefits: Our 
wiſe Creator has rais d us high in the Scale of 
Being, has given us Life and Reaſon: But what 


is. Life without Society? And what folid Plea- 


ſure can ariſe from Society when tis not tem- 
per d 
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per'd with Love, with Kindneſs, and with Cha- 
rity? Let us frequently call to mind that we 
are in this World Candidates for a better, and 
| our preſent Condition is no other than a State 
of Probation. The Age of the longeſt Liver 
is but as a Span; Time in its utmoſt Extent bears 
no proportion to Eternity : Why then ſhould 
we ſo eagerly purſue our preſent little Intereſts, 
and neglect Matters of infinitely greater con- 
cern? Wherefore ſhould we waſte our precious 
Moments in needleſs and trivial Conteſts? Death 
muſt ſhortly determine them ; the Grave will 
put a final End to them: were it not much bet- 
ter that all theſe petty Differences were huſh'd 
and compos'd, before our great Change come; 
that ſo, whenever we are call'd hence, we may 
leave this earthly Stage cool and in good Tem- 
per; then ſhall we lift up our Heads with Joy 
and Triumph at the great Day, and be finally 
admitted into thoſe Regions of Bliſs, where 
Love, and Peace, and Joy, for ever dwell. 
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